INTO   THE  WADI  HADHRAMAUT

which run down the centre of the narrow lane. I expect I shall always be
remembered in Shibam for having asked for the gutters to be cleaned out.
The refuse was sold for manture.

The city raised itself aloft on a small eminence close to the right bank of
the wadi. It is an ancient town but not so old as Shabwa. it is, in fact, the
successor of Shabwa, for when the glory departed from the latter and its
shining marble temples fell to ruin, the inhabitants were driven to find another
home by the decline of the incense trade and the invading sand. Shabwa
owed something to its position as a distributing centre for the incense trade
and when that went by sea it became out of the way. This happened perhaps
early in the Christian era, but that is not to say that the existence of Shibam
dates from that time. There is evidence that there was a settlement there
centuries before that date, but it must have been unimportant, not being
mentioned by any identifiable'name of the ancients. It is not until the
time of Hamdani (died A.D. 945) that we have any note of the place. He
tells us that Shibam was the chief city of the province. It had thirty
mosques,1 but in his day half the town was in ruins. Its original name,
lie adds, was Shibat. The sense of Shibat in Himyaritic is rest and quiet,
and of Shibam, height.

But there is nothing now in Shibam, at any rate above ground, which
is really ancient, though the foundations of the Jama* mosque date from
the time of the Abbasides.

But to-day Shibam has great political importance, and the Qu'aiti
Government has described it to me as the "eye and backbone of the
Hadhramaut." Its province extends westwards to Husn al 'Abr, though
eastwards only to just beyond the town, but it includes the lower part of
the Wadi Du'an and the Wadi 'Amd, and the Sei'ar country depends on it
too. Most of this country is not 'under direct Qu'aiti rule except for the
actual towns of Shibam, Al Qatn, Haura and a few small villages. But he
who holds Shibam in fact holds the country, especially if he claims juris-

1 The ill-fated 'Omarah who was strangled in 1174 mentioning the works of the
great Yemeni Governor Hussein ibn Salama, who died in ion, says that he con-
structed a series of great mosques and lofty minarets from Hadhramaut to the city
of Mecca via Aden. The first stations were at Tarim and Shibam. Lastly Ibn
Khaldtm (AJ). 1332-1406) describing the provinces of the Hadhramaut says, "The
largest city of Hadhramaut; in the present day is the fortress of Shibam, in which
. the horses of the king are kept. Along with ash-Shihr and 'Oman, it .originally ,
belonged to 'Ad, from whose people it was conquered by the"Banu Ya 'rub son of
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